


Avian Educational Software, Inc. Accessibility Conformance Report
WCAG Edition
(Based on VPAT® Version 2.5Rev)
Name of Product/Version: Gradebird Pilot Release (commit 97fd7ee)
Report Date: July 13, 2026
Product Description: Gradebird is a server-rendered web application for higher-education handwritten exam workflows, including course rosters, exam authoring and publishing, print-packet generation, scan ingestion and review, AI-assisted grading with human approval, and student report delivery.
Contact Information: compliance@gradebird.com
Notes: This report covers the Gradebird web application and its primary HTML student-report experience. The HTML student report contains the same current student-facing information as the optional printable report PDF. Exam and packet PDFs are print artifacts, not accessible electronic assessments. Exam authoring, publishing, scan review, and handwritten grading are visual workflows and do not support independent nonvisual completion. Although many interface controls are keyboard-operable and expose programmatic names and states, screen-reader access does not provide an equivalent means to verify printed layout or interpret scanned handwriting. Representative rendered mathematics was not read reliably in internal NVDA testing. Instructor-authored content may introduce additional limitations. Initial manual validation is complete; the grading-queue navigation and responsive workspace corrections passed evaluator retesting, including 200% and 400% zoom. Corrected white and representative tinted-surface muted text colors meet at least 4.5:1 on their evaluated backgrounds.
Evaluation Methods Used: Internal self-assessment by personnel familiar with Gradebird, including source and template inspection; Django structural and regression tests; axe-core 4.10.3 WCAG A/AA checks; Chromium keyboard and responsive-layout checks; keyboard-only instructor workflow testing; NVDA checks on Windows; NVDA and VoiceOver review of the primary HTML student report; 200% and 400% zoom checks; manual contrast sampling; representative validation-error and status-message checks; and HTML/PDF report-equivalence verification. The evaluator is familiar with Gradebird and is not a regular screen-reader user. The accessibility evaluation is complete, and this report reflects the evaluated release metadata.
[bookmark: _heading=h.2jxsxqh][bookmark: _Toc187080573]Applicable Standards/Guidelines
This report covers the degree of conformance for the following accessibility standard/guidelines:
	[bookmark: _heading=h.z337ya]Standard/Guideline
	[bookmark: _heading=h.3j2qqm3]Included In Report

	Web Content Accessibility Guidelines 2.2
	Level A: Yes
Level AA: Yes
Level AAA: No


[bookmark: _heading=h.1y810tw][bookmark: _Toc187080574]Terms
The terms used in the Conformance Level information are defined as follows:
· Supports: The functionality of the product has at least one method that meets the criterion without known defects or meets with equivalent facilitation.
· Partially Supports: Some functionality of the product does not meet the criterion.
· Does Not Support: The majority of product functionality does not meet the criterion.
· Not Applicable: The criterion is not relevant to the product.

WCAG 2.2 Report
Note: When reporting on conformance with the WCAG 2.x Success Criteria, they are scoped for full pages, complete processes, and accessibility-supported ways of using technology as documented in the WCAG 2.0 Conformance Requirements.

[bookmark: _heading=h.2xcytpi]
Table 1: Success Criteria, Level A
Notes: Level A responses apply to the Gradebird pilot web application and primary HTML student-report experience. Known visual workflow limitations are described in the applicable criterion rows.
	Criteria
	Conformance Level
	Remarks and Explanations

	1.1.1 Non-text Content (Level A)
	Partially Supports
	The application provides text alternatives for functional interface images and identifies question and student-work images. Original printed-question snapshots, instructor-supplied visual content, and scanned handwritten responses do not consistently have complete textual equivalents. Exam authoring, scan review, and handwritten grading therefore do not support independent nonvisual completion. The HTML student report provides scores, rubric text, and assessment text, but its question and handwriting images retain this limitation.

	1.2.1 Audio-only and Video-only (Prerecorded) (Level A)
	Supports
	Gradebird does not include prerecorded audio-only or video-only content in the evaluated product.

	1.2.2 Captions (Prerecorded) (Level A)
	Supports
	Gradebird does not include prerecorded synchronized media in the evaluated product.

	1.2.3 Audio Description or Media Alternative (Prerecorded) (Level A)
	Supports
	Gradebird does not include prerecorded video requiring audio description or a media alternative.

	1.3.1 Info and Relationships (Level A)
	Partially Supports
	Core HTML pages use headings, landmarks, labels, native controls, tables, and programmatic status semantics. Printed layout, question snapshots, scanned handwriting, some instructor-authored visual relationships, and representative rendered mathematics are not fully conveyed to screen readers.

	1.3.2 Meaningful Sequence (Level A)
	Supports
	Server-rendered HTML presents content in a meaningful DOM and reading sequence. The HTML student report presents question, rubric, student work, and assessment sections in a consistent order.

	1.3.3 Sensory Characteristics (Level A)
	Supports
	Application instructions and controls do not rely solely on shape, position, orientation, sound, or other sensory characteristics.

	1.4.1 Use of Color (Level A)
	Supports
	Status and required information are conveyed through text, labels, patterns, or programmatic state in addition to color.

	1.4.2 Audio Control (Level A)
	Supports
	The evaluated product does not automatically play audio.

	2.1.1 Keyboard (Level A)
	Supports
	Evaluated interface controls and workflows are keyboard-operable. This result concerns input operation; it does not make visual printed-layout verification or handwritten-response interpretation available nonvisually.

	2.1.2 No Keyboard Trap (Level A)
	Supports
	Shared dialogs contain focus while open, allow expected keyboard dismissal where applicable, and restore focus. No keyboard traps are known in the evaluated interface.

	2.1.4 Character Key Shortcuts (Level A 2.1 and 2.2)
	Supports
	Gradebird does not implement application shortcuts consisting only of printable character keys.

	2.2.1 Timing Adjustable (Level A)
	Supports
	The evaluated task workflows do not impose product-controlled time limits requiring adjustment. Authentication sessions may expire for security, after which the user can sign in again.

	2.2.2 Pause, Stop, Hide (Level A)
	Supports
	The product does not present automatically moving, blinking, or auto-updating information that requires a separate pause control. Nonessential motion respects reduced-motion preferences.

	2.3.1 Three Flashes or Below Threshold (Level A)
	Supports
	The evaluated product does not contain flashing content exceeding the applicable thresholds.

	2.4.1 Bypass Blocks (Level A)
	Supports
	A visible-on-focus skip link and stable focusable main landmark allow repeated navigation to be bypassed.

	2.4.2 Page Titled (Level A)
	Supports
	Evaluated pages provide descriptive document titles.

	2.4.3 Focus Order (Level A)
	Supports
	Keyboard focus follows the rendered task sequence. Shared menus and dialogs manage and restore focus when opened and closed.

	2.4.4 Link Purpose (In Context) (Level A)
	Supports
	Links use descriptive text or have purpose available from their programmatic context.

	2.5.1 Pointer Gestures (Level A 2.1 and 2.2)
	Supports
	Gradebird does not require multipoint or path-based pointer gestures; controls can be operated through single-pointer or keyboard input.

	2.5.2 Pointer Cancellation (Level A 2.1 and 2.2)
	Supports
	Actions use standard controls and are completed on activation without known down-event-only behavior that prevents cancellation.

	2.5.3 Label in Name (Level A 2.1 and 2.2)
	Supports
	Visible control text is included in the accessible name for evaluated controls.

	2.5.4 Motion Actuation (Level A 2.1 and 2.2)
	Supports
	Gradebird does not require device-motion or user-motion actuation.

	3.1.1 Language of Page (Level A)
	Supports
	Application HTML declares English as the page language.

	3.2.1 On Focus (Level A)
	Supports
	Receiving keyboard focus does not initiate an unexpected change of context.

	3.2.2 On Input (Level A)
	Supports
	Changing a field value does not unexpectedly change context without prior instruction or an explicit action.

	3.2.6 Consistent Help (Level A 2.2 only)
	Supports
	Repeated help and support mechanisms are presented in a consistent relative order where they occur.

	3.3.1 Error Identification (Level A)
	Supports
	Representative standard-form and HTMX validation errors were visibly identified, announced as applicable, and associated with the relevant input or operation during internal manual testing.

	3.3.2 Labels or Instructions (Level A)
	Supports
	Evaluated form fields provide visible labels and instructions needed to complete the input.

	3.3.7 Redundant Entry (Level A 2.2 only)
	Supports
	Evaluated multi-step processes retain or prepopulate information already supplied where the same information is required again, except when re-entry is necessary for security or confirmation.

	4.1.1 Parsing (Level A)
WCAG 2.0 and 2.1 – Always answer ‘Supports’
WCAG 2.2 (obsolete and removed) - Does not apply
	Supports
	For WCAG 2.0 and 2.1, the September 2023 errata specifies that this criterion is always supported. The criterion is obsolete and removed in WCAG 2.2.

	4.1.2 Name, Role, Value (Level A)
	Supports
	Evaluated navigation, dialogs, forms, progress controls, grading controls, and dynamic states expose programmatic names, roles, values, and state. The separate inability to convey print layout and handwriting nonvisually is reported under 1.1.1 and 1.3.1.



[bookmark: _heading=h.1ci93xb]Table 2: Success Criteria, Level AA
Notes: Level AA responses use the same scope. This report does not include Level AAA.
	Criteria
	Conformance Level
	Remarks and Explanations

	1.2.4 Captions (Live) (Level AA)
	Supports
	Gradebird does not include live synchronized media in the evaluated product.

	1.2.5 Audio Description (Prerecorded) (Level AA)
	Supports
	Gradebird does not include prerecorded video requiring audio description.

	1.3.4 Orientation (Level AA 2.1 and 2.2)
	Supports
	Evaluated web content is not restricted to a single display orientation.

	1.3.5 Identify Input Purpose (Level AA 2.1 and 2.2)
	Supports
	Common personal-data fields use native input types and recognized autocomplete purposes where applicable.

	1.4.3 Contrast (Minimum) (Level AA)
	Supports
	Initial manual sampling identified muted text colors below 4.5:1. White-surface muted text now uses #627898, which measures 4.507:1 on white. Representative tinted surfaces use #5f728c, which measures 4.517:1 on the light-blue queue surface and higher on the other evaluated light tints.

	1.4.4 Resize text (Level AA)
	Supports
	Text can be resized to 200 percent without loss of content or functionality in evaluated representative pages.

	1.4.5 Images of Text (Level AA)
	Partially Supports
	The web interface uses text rather than images of text where Gradebird controls the presentation. Canonical printed questions and handwritten responses are intentionally reproduced as images to preserve the exact paper artifact and do not have complete text equivalents.

	1.4.10 Reflow (Level AA 2.1 and 2.2)
	Supports
	Representative pages and the remediated grading workspace passed evaluator testing at 200% and 400% zoom. Student work remains available, medium-width layouts use the available horizontal space, and student work precedes assessment when the inner workspace stacks. Scanned handwriting, question images, and data tables may retain two-dimensional viewing where that presentation is essential.

	1.4.11 Non-text Contrast (Level AA 2.1 and 2.2)
	Supports
	Shared focus indicators, evaluated control boundaries, status markers, and representative custom states provide non-text contrast. The documented manual sample was completed for the evaluated release.

	1.4.12 Text Spacing (Level AA 2.1 and 2.2)
	Supports
	Representative HTML content remains readable and operable with WCAG text-spacing overrides.

	1.4.13 Content on Hover or Focus (Level AA 2.1 and 2.2)
	Supports
	Content triggered by hover is also available through focus or is user-agent-provided. Evaluated disclosures and menus can be dismissed and remain available while hovered or focused as applicable.

	2.4.5 Multiple Ways (Level AA)
	Supports
	Major areas can be reached through consistent navigation and contextual workflow links; reports also provide an internal question index.

	2.4.6 Headings and Labels (Level AA)
	Supports
	Evaluated headings and labels describe their topic or purpose.

	2.4.7 Focus Visible (Level AA)
	Supports
	A consistent high-contrast focus-visible treatment is applied to interactive controls.

	2.4.11 Focus Not Obscured (Minimum) (Level AA 2.2 only)
	Supports
	Evaluated keyboard focus is not entirely obscured by author-created sticky content, dialogs, or overlays.

	2.5.7 Dragging Movements (Level AA 2.2 only)
	Supports
	Functions that support dragging provide a keyboard or non-dragging alternative. The grading queue uses Swiper's built-in Previous and Next controls in addition to dragging, with fraction pagination showing the current position and total. Only the active card participates in sequential keyboard navigation; side cards remain pointer-clickable and exposed to assistive technology. The evaluator confirmed the remediated behavior.

	2.5.8 Target Size (Minimum) (Level AA 2.2 only)
	Partially Supports
	Most controls meet or are spaced to meet the 24-by-24 CSS-pixel minimum. Some compact icon controls in authoring, grading, and scan-review workspaces may be smaller than the minimum and do not always meet a spacing exception.

	3.1.2 Language of Parts (Level AA)
	Partially Supports
	Gradebird interface language is English. The product does not consistently identify language changes within arbitrary instructor-authored questions, rubrics, or assessments.

	3.2.3 Consistent Navigation (Level AA)
	Supports
	Shared navigation is presented consistently throughout the evaluated application.

	3.2.4 Consistent Identification (Level AA)
	Supports
	Components with the same function are identified consistently in the evaluated application.

	3.3.3 Error Suggestion (Level AA)
	Partially Supports
	Many validation states provide correction guidance. Some complex import, scan-review, grading, and HTMX errors may identify the problem without consistently supplying a specific correction suggestion.

	3.3.4 Error Prevention (Legal, Financial, Data) (Level AA)
	Supports
	Actions that delete or materially change stored academic data use confirmation or provide review and correction before final submission where applicable. Grade and report workflows preserve reviewable state and audit history.

	3.3.8 Accessible Authentication (Minimum) (Level AA 2.2 only)
	Supports
	Authentication uses standard fields, permits password-manager use and paste, and does not require a cognitive-function test.

	4.1.3 Status Messages (Level AA 2.1 and 2.2)
	Supports
	A shared polite status region and feature-specific status semantics announce asynchronous results and failures. Representative success and error states passed internal manual checks.
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